J Cutan Med Surg 2005; 1 K nowledge and its dissemination are critical for physicians who care for and about their patients. In the age of the Internet, information is disseminated at a mind-boggling rate. Unfortunately, this technology explosion comes at a price. Misinformation abounds and our patients often present with reams of paper detailing the latest clinical trial or a new and improved formula for psoriasis -usually offered up by a chat room. Our role however, is to provide our patients with the best care available. And that means we need to provide advice based on the best clinical evidence.
So it is to our journal, The Journal of Cutaneous Medicine and Surgery. Since its inception, the aim of this publication has been to provide quality and evidencebased material to its readership. With this, our ninth Volume, we can look back and be proud of the accomplishments of our previous editorial board. The Journal is indexed and has achieved a reasonable impact factor relative to other dermatological journals. Be that as it may, we cannot rest on our laurels. There is a need to improve the value, scope, and timely reporting of information to our colleagues. In an effort to do so, we hope to soon implement an online manuscript review service -Manuscript Central. This should expedite the time to publication considerably. However, the editorial board alone cannot enhance the Journal. This is your publication' and in order for it to succeed we need your help, your counsel, and your contributions. I know we have excellent clinical and basic science researchers here in Canada, and I know that interesting observations are being seen daily. Why not share them with your colleagues here at home? We have received interesting manuscripts from around the world and I encourage more of the same.
I would like to recognize those who have served on the editorial board in the past, having given generously of their time and energy. As well, I would like to thank those individuals who have agreed to participate as new board members this year. In particular, we should acknowledge Drs. Melanie Pratt, Cheryl Rosen, Yves Poulin and Aditya Gupta who have agreed to serve as Associate Editors to the Journal. As well, Dr. Gupta has kindly agreed to serve as Supplements Editor. I am certain these articles will provide practical and up to date information for your continuing educational needs. Our current publisher, Springer, has been most helpful and supportive during the past few years and I am grateful for their help during my transition to Editor of the Journal.
"Publish or perish" is a familiar battle cry of the academic, and one that can be aptly applied to the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine and Surgery. We need your help in order for the Journal to continue to publish, and flourish. Only with the support of our readership can JCMS grow in our vital role in disseminating accurate information to our medical community, thereby ultimately helping our patients. Please consider YOUR journal when you next have something to say.
